
February 2023 

An ecumenical and interdenominational fellowship 

sponsored by the Episcopal and Lutheran Churches 

Dear Family, 

Every Epiphany season ends with the Gospel account of 

the Transfiguration. Here, Jesus takes Peter, James, and 

John up a mountain and transfigures into sheer bright-

ness in their presence. Moses and Elijah appear and talk 

to Jesus. Peter’s reaction is to want to build three tents to 

memorialize the moment. A voice is heard from a cloud, 

echoing the words of the baptismal voice, “This is my son, 

the Beloved, with him I am well pleased, listen to him.” 

The transfiguration is a threshold moment, a thin place 

for it embraces an openness to change with the door left 

ajar to what has been left behind. Threshold moments are 

places that catch us unaware. At best, they teach us les-

sons that we do not forget. 

Threshold moments, thin places, can be outside us or 

inside us, and they can transfigure us. They stop us “in 

our tracks”, whether it is actually happening to us or 

something we are observing from afar. We are caught for 

a moment, and then the question is: what changes within 

us? What have we learned about ourselves? What has 

this threshold moment mirrored in our own interior we 

had not been aware of before? 

A threshold moment, a thin space in which the truth is 

revealed, can come to us in a story. Listen to this thresh-

old moment from one of the best story tellers I have ever 

had the privilege to meet, Dr. Fred Craddock. 
 

Hardly a day goes by on which I do not recall, and 

usually with pleasure, some experience from my brief 

career as a clerk in a small general store. I was 16 

years old, working after school during the week and 

all day on Saturday. “General store” is the operative 

term here. A general store is stocked to meet the 

needs of a family, and therefore is a grocery store, a 

clothing store, a drug store, a hardware store, and a 

school supply store. The customer need go nowhere 

else; he or she can go home from a general store 

equipped to feed a family, repair a roof, heal a 

cough, plant a garden, dress up for Sunday, or do 

homework for school. 

It was imperative that I know the stock and, as far 

as possible, know the customers. General store cus-

tomers are usually repeaters, and shopping is part of 

an important relationship. And so it was not long until 

I was selling, by the pound, by the inch, by the gallon, 

by the slice, by the yard, by the dozens. I loved selling 

and in my year there, I sold everything. 

 Well, not quite everything. There was a corner shelf 

for displaying school supplies and business there 

was often brisk. Except for pencils. We were well 

stocked on pencils but I never sold a one; not one.  

I was hurt by my failure, and so I asked the 

owner why I was unable to sell pencils. “It’s not 

you, son; it’s the pencils. None of our pencils 

have an eraser. I’m sure if we carried pencils 

with erasers, they would sell.” “Then why don’t 

we get pencils with erasers?” “Because erasers 

invite carelessness; they tell you not to be so 

serious about what you write, after all, you can 

erase it; they have you thinking about erasing 

even before you write. Some people sign 

church pledge cards with pencils having eras-

ers, or sign papers to get loans, or even sign a 

marriage license with a pencil having immedi-

ately available and offering itself, a nice, big 

eraser.” 

I could tell by the tone of his voice how seri-

ous this matter was for him. The pencil in his 

pocket had no eraser. This conversation was a 

bit frightening. I became more deliberate in my 

writing at home and at school. 

I carried his heavy words for about a week 

and then I approached him privately. “May I 

speak to you about the pencils?” “Sure, what’s 

on your mind” “Does God’s pencil have an eras-

er?” He was silent, apparently remembering 

something long ago. Then putting his hand on 

my shoulder he said, “I sure hope so son; I sure 

hope so.” [reprinted from the November 2013 

Milk & Honey newsletter] 
 

I sure hope so, son; I sure hope so. A thin place for Dr. 

Craddock and all of us who believe in the power of for-

giveness and the mercy of God. 

Faithfully, 

Nancy 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

The beginning of the Lenten season commences with an 

Ash Wednesday service on February 22, 7 p.m. in the 

SCF sanctuary.  As in the past, a Taize-type format helps 

to set the mood for the 5-week Lenten pilgrimage leading 

up to Holy Week. Readings, Taize-type music, a Reflec-

tion message, and quiet meditation are important as-

pects in this Lenten preparatory service. 

SHEPHERD OF THE MOUNTAINS LUTHERAN  

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Shepherd of the Mountains Lutheran Annual 

Meeting will be held on February 5 following the wor-

ship service.  
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UPCOMING SERVICES: all in-person 

February 5:    5th Sunday After the Epiphany 

          The Rev. Canon Nancy Green 

February 12:  6th Sunday After the Epiphany 

The Rev. Canon Nancy Green, Celebrant 

The Rev. Roy Green, Preacher 

February 19:  Last Sunday After the Epiphany 

          The Rev. Canon Nancy Green 

February 22:  Ash Wednesday: 7 p.m. 

          Taize Format 

February 26:  1st Sunday in Lent 

          The Rev. Canon Nancy Green 

March 5:         2nd Sunday in Lent 

          The Rev. Canon Nancy Green 

Each Sunday service is live-streamed. See the SCF 

website for details. Also, each service is being 

taped during the worship service itself and then 

posted on the SCF website by Sunday evening. 

 

 

▪ Aedan 

▪ William L. 

▪ Marianna W. 

▪ Olivia L.       

▪ Bergen B. 

▪ Rich 

▪ Dick & Marianne A. 

▪ Beve K. 

▪ Keith L. 

▪ Amber F. 

▪ Mal M. 

▪ Betsy M. 

▪ Lynne E. 

▪ Erik E. 

▪ Lynnette B. 

▪ Patty K. 

▪ Carol F. 

▪ Jenny F. 

▪ Linda S. 

▪ Carolyn P. 

▪ Barbie S. 

▪ Nancy F. 

▪ Patti K. 

March 2023 Newsletter  Deadline: February 24 
Please send articles to  Jan Tuckerman:  

jtuckerman.sunriver@outlook.com 

SUNRIVER CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP ART GALLERY 

   Our new Church has its very own Art Gallery located in the hallways outside 

of our beautiful new Sanctuary and on a wall in the reception area. SCF will 

host various artists and groups of artists, with shows rotating quarterly. An 

Art Committee of three, Liz Haberman, Chris Hamilton and Linda Porter, will 

maintain a calendar of shows, review and approve the art, and coordinate 

the art installations and receptions.   

   The Gallery will fill dual purposes: first, filling our empty walls with fine art 

and, second, exposing our church to the artists and their family and friends, 

along with other members of the community. Our hope is that Gallery visitors 

will return to SCF to experience a bit of our welcoming spirituality!  

   The first group to exhibit is the High Desert Art League: Helen Brown, Pame-

la Beaverson,  Barbara Cella, Jan Dow, Janet Frost, Liz Haberman, Michelle 

Lindblom, Jean Lubin, Karen Maier, Jacqueline Newbold, Vivian Olsen, Janice 

Rhodes, and Joren Traveller. The show is titled “Reawakening” in honor of 

our church’s new birth. Art from the 13-member group will be hung on Janu-

ary 10. The Art League will host a reception on February 10 from 4-6 p.m. 

Refreshments will be provided. All are welcome! 

   The public may view the show through the end of March. Gallery hours are 

weekdays, except Thursday, from 2-4 p.m. and Sundays, noon to 1 p.m., fol-

lowing the 10 a.m. worship service.  

   SCF will host various artists and groups of artists, with shows rotating quar-

terly. If you are an artist (painter, photographer, quilter or other medium), and 

are interested in participating in the SCF Art Gallery, please contact the Art 

Gallery Director, Liz Haberman via email:  liz.haberman@gmail.com 

TRANSITION CALL COMMITTEE 

   Seven SCF members volunteered to serve on 

the Transition Call Committee as we start down 

the adventure of seeking a new Pastor. The 

seven people are:  Jenny Long - Chairperson, 

Mark Baldwin, Randy Heise, Sharon Krueger, 

Cindy McConnell, John Salzer and Barbie Sess-

ler. They represent both the Episcopal and Lu-

theran congregations as well as the General 

members. 

   The process is expected to take a year, or 

perhaps longer. Initially the group will work to 

create a Ministry Site Profile (MSP), which in-

cludes both factual data about the church and 

congregation as well as a vision for the future 

of the church. This document will be used to 

help match us with potential candidates. The 

hope is that the congregation, through small 

group meetings and conversations, will provide 

guidance in creating the vision piece of the 

MSP. As this group gets organized and has met 

a few times, please look forward to hearing 

about opportunities to share your thoughts. The 

goal is to try and get input from each member.    

   The committee meets the first and third Tues-

day of each month at 1 p.m. at the church. 

Break-out committees may meet following that 

meeting. Everyone is welcome to attend the 

meetings unless and until confidential conver-

sation takes place. 

   Please feel free to contact any of the commit-

tee members with comments or questions. We 

look forward to this important task and pray for 

a smooth selection and transition. The congre-

gation will be kept up to date through a monthly 

Mission Moment on the first Sunday of every 

month and newsletter articles. 

SCF VOLUNTEER FAIR: 

APRIL 15, 1-3 P.M. 

SAVE THE DATE 

   Margaret Mead once 

said, “Never doubt 

that a small group of 

thoughtful, committed 

citizens can change 

the world; indeed, it’s 

the only thing that ever 

has.” As an SCF Mem-

ber, please mark your 

calendar for this event 

now!  We will com-

municate more details 

about how you can 

participate and help 

make this a successful 

event! 
 

Committee:   

Cindy McConnell 

Mark McConnell 

Barb Purcell 

Gordon Werkema 

 

 

CARE AND SHARE 

 January 
Boxes Distributed  

 Small: 27 

 Medium:  50 

 Large:  20 

 X-Large: 7 

 Total: 104 

People Served 

 Adults:  268 

 Children:  114 

 Total:  382 

SCF SUNDAY LADIES LUNCH 

Singles and widows: join us for lunch every Sunday, 

after the service, at the Village Bar and Grill. No reserva-

tions, just come when you can. 
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                       Financial Report as of December 31, 2022 

              Actual Jan.-Dec.         Budget Jan.-Dec. 

Income   $317,569                     $304,897                 

Expenses   $333,382                     $378,376              

Net Income        $  -15,813                    $  -73,479                

Ministry Team 

Leaders — 2023 

Congregational Care  
Pastor Nancy Green 

 

Stephen Ministry 
Randy Heise 

 

Senior Ministry 
 

Communications 
Cindy & Mark 

McConnell 
 

Education 
Rob Pearson 

 

Evangelism 
 

 
Membership/Welcome 

Jenny Long 
 

Outreach 
Jane Boubel—UPCAP 
Gina & Terry Tjaden—

National & International 
 
 

Scholarship Program 
Rob Pearson 

 

Stewardship 
Gene Bennington 

 

Worship 
Rob Pearson 

SCF Managing  

Board — 2023 
Gene Krueger 

President 
Barbara Purcell 
Vice President 

 
Secretary-ex offcio 

Joe Amos 
Treasurer 

Dave Drescher 
Sue Fratt 

Roy Green 
Phil Northcote 
Linda Smith 

SCF Endowment 

Fund Trustees—

2023 
Wade Watson 

President 
Vicki Udlock 

Secretary 
Cliff Erickson 

Treasurer 
Linda Collier 
Mike Gocke 

Liz Haberman 
Susan Kenney 

SCF STAFF 
The Rev. Canon 

Nancy Sargent Green 
Senior Pastor 
Dr. Robert  

Pearson 
Associate Pastor: 

Worship &  
Administration 

Jan Tuckerman 
Administrative  

Assistant 

Transformed to Love & Serve -- the Goal of the Education Ministry of SCF  

Ongoing Groups: These groups continue to meet throughout the year 
Feminine Spirituality 

This group will start meeting at SCF on Mondays at 10 a.m.  
The book being discussed is: 

 The Great Conversation—Nature and the Care of the Soul  by theologian Belden C. Lane.  
All women are welcome. For further information contact: Chris Hamilton: chrish39@gmail.com  

Men of Faith 
This group USUALLY meets monthly on the second Tuesday of each month, 

at 3 p.m. at the Sunriver Christian Fellowship Church. However, since the second Tuesday falls on 
Valentines’ Day, and all of the Men of Faith are soooo romantic, we pushed the meeting back one week 

to February 21. The topic will be “Do you want to know ahead of time the day of your death 
(Expiration date)?  The leader will be Roy Green. 

For more information contact Harry Hamilton: weatherlore@msn.com 

SCF ANNUAL MEETING: Outcomes 

     On Sunday, January 22, SCF’s Annual Church Business Meeting was held following the worship 

service. The following areas were approved by the congregation for 2023:  

1. 2023 Budget 

2. New Management Board Members:  Sue Fratt (E), Phil Northcote (G).   

3. Following the Annual Meeting, the Managing Board confirmed Gene Krueger as board presi-

dent and Barbara Purcell as board vice president. 

4. New Endowment Board of Trustees Members:  Liz Haberman & Cliff Erikson 

5. Approval of changes to the  

a) SCF By-Laws  

b) changes to the Endowment Board of Trustees Resolution. 

NOTE: A copy of the “2022 SCF Annual Report” is available upon request from the church office. 

MANAGING BOARD JANUARY MEETING SUMMARY 

At the Managing Board meeting on January 24th, topics of conversation included: 

1. Welcoming new board members Sue Fratt and Phil Northcote 

2. Bylaw changes were approved at the SCF Annual Meeting by the affirmative vote of the member-

ship. 

3. Updating paid staff position job descriptions for the Transition/Call Committee 

4. Working with the owners of the Fitness facility to accommodate a request from the Sunriver Ser-

vice District for parking Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. as the SSD begins construction 

on their new facility. The Service District would pay monthly for the ability to park during 

the week. 

5. Creating an emergency phone number for SCF. 

6. Approving a community volunteer fair for Saturday, April 15, 2023. 

7. Artist reception and ribbon cutting for the SCF Art Gallery, February 10, from 4-6 p.m. 

8. New Capital Campaign chair is Al Klascius 

9. Next Managing Board meeting will be in-person on February 28 at 1:30 pm. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISING EVENT 

    On Sunday, February 19, 2 p.m., Hunter Noack will present a fund-

raising piano program on behalf of the SCF Partnership in Education 

Scholarship Program.  There is still room to attend this event.  Because 

of limited seating, a reservation is required. Either email the church of-

fice: sunrivercf@gmail.com, or call 541-593-1183, with your name and 

the number in your party. Those attending are asked to make a contri-

bution to the scholarship program between $10-$25 as you are able. 

SCF MANAGING 

BOARD 

The SCF Managing 

Board meets monthly, 

on the fourth Tuesday 

of the month, at 1:30 

p.m. Meetings are 

now being held in the 

SCF Fellowship Hall. 

The next meeting is 

February 28. All are 

welcome to attend. 

mailto:chrish39@gmail.com
mailto:sunrivercf@gmail.com


 

Sunriver Christian Fellowship 

18160 Cottonwood Rd., #266 

Sunriver, Oregon  97707-9317 

Ecumenical Services in the Episcopal and Lutheran Traditions 

Sunday Service — 10 a.m. 

Sunriver Christian Fellowship 

18139 Cottonwood Road—Sunriver, Oregon 97707 
 

Office Phone: 541.593.1183 
E-mail: sunrivercf@gmail.com 

Web: www.sunriverchristianfellowship.org 
 

 


