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Order of Service
November 30, 2025, The First Sunday of Advent

Rev. Dr. Kally Elliott, Celebrant & Preacher Carol Thomas, Reader
Mitzi Putney & Donna Warner, Keyboardists
Gina Rosbrook, Song Leader

Please silence all cell phones.
Bells The ringing of the bells calls us to worship and quiets our minds and voices.

Prelude A time to prepare for worship The Advent of Our God arr. L. Smith

Welcome & Announcements Pastor Kally

Call to Worship

Celebrant. On Sundays and Mondays,

All: On good days and bad days,

Celebrant: early in the morning and very late at night,
All: here in this room, and out in the world,
Celebrant: God, we long for you to break in.

All: Meet us in this space. Surprise us with your presence. Fill this
room with your good news. With hope, we sing, we worship, we
pray. Amen!

Lighting of the Advent Candle UPCAP
Please stand as you are able.
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Call to Confession

Celebrant: Friends, if you long to feel closer to God, then the Prayer of Confession is
a step in the right direction. For in the Prayer of Confession, we lay our hearts be-
fore God. We pour out the truth of our lives. We do not hide anything from our
Creator, and in that simple act, God somehow always feels closer. So join me in
this prayer. Join me as we invite God to draw closer, to break in here.

Prayer of Confession

All: Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your
presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos
and suffering of this world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely
stand still long enough to feel you in our midst. Forgive our rush-
ing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, and center us
in this space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even on
the longest nights, you are always there. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness

Celebrant: Family of faith, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to
notice God’s fingerprints in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear
and believe the good news this Advent season: Nothing can keep God'’s love
away. We are seen. We are forgiven. We are not alone. Amen.

All: Thanks be to God!

Please stand as you are able.

Passing of the Peace
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Please be seated.
Scripture Readings Carol

A reading from Lamentations 3:55-57

| called on your name, O LORD,
from the depths of the pit;
you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear
to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
You came near when | called on you;
you said, “Do not fear!”

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1:5-13
All: Glory to you, Lord Christ.



Reader: In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regula-
tions of the Lord. But they had no children because Elizabeth was barren, and
both were getting on in years.

Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty,
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the
whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him
an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Musical Reflection O Come, Divine Messiah Gina

Sermon Pastor Kally

Please stand as you are able.

Response Hymn In the Time of Herod
Anna Strickland
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©Anna Stricklond, 2025. Commissioned by A Sanctifted Art, LLC.

Prayers of the People

As a church, we are holding in prayer those in our community who are sick, griev-
ing, weary, or in need of God'’s presence. A full list of names is included in
today’s announcements, and we invite you to keep these individuals in your prayers
throughout the week.

During worship, we will offer a collective prayer for all those in need, trusting that
God knows each name, each need, and each heart. If you would like to add a name to
our prayer list, please contact the church office.

Reader: Holy God, every time we hear Zechariah’s story, we remember that you are a
God who shows up in the real places of our lives, right in the middle of our fear,
our weariness, and the parts of us that have stopped expecting much.

All: Come near to us now, O God.

Reader: Once more, we pause. We breathe. We lean our hearts toward you. And we
bring you our prayers.

All: Come near to us now, O God.



Reader: God, today we name the things that fill us with gratitude, those small,
steady gifts that hold us up.

(silent naming)
All: Receive our gratitude, O God.

Reader: We also name the fears we carry, our worries, our uncertainties, the things
we cannot fix or control.

(silent naming)
All: Hold our fears with us, O God.

Reader: And we name our longings, the hopes we tucked away long ago, the rooms
in our hearts we keep closed, the places that feel too tender to open.

(silent naming)
All: Stir our hope again, O God.

Reader: Just as you stood beside Zechariah in that dim sanctuary, stand beside us
now. Break into our small, careful places. Remind us the story is not finished
and that nothing, nothing, is beyond your reach.

All: Do a new thing in us, O God.

Reader: In the days of Herod, you came close to those who had stopped expecting
much. Come close to us now. Teach us to notice your presence, trust your
mercy, and wait with hope.

All: Amen.
Mission Moment UPCAP

Offertory Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ar. L. Smith

Please stand as you are able.

Offertory Response The Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Please be seated.

Invitation to the Table:

Celebrant: Friends, this table is where God shows up, sometimes gently, sometimes in
ways that shake us awake, like Zechariah discovering the angel beside the altar.
Here is where God meets our settled places, our quiet resignation, our weary
hopes, and stirs something new. So come whether you feel steady or a little
shaken, come hungry for grace, come ready for God to interrupt you with love.
This is the table of new beginnings. Come and be fed.



Great Prayer of Thanksqgiving

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

All:

We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant: Gracious God, you are the One who draws near, sometimes gently,

sometimes like you did with Zechariah, jolting us awake in the places where we
had settled in.

From the beginning you spoke light into darkness and breathed life into dust.
When your people lost their way, you did not turn from them. You called proph-
ets, you nurtured the weary and the wondering, and in the fullness of time you
came to us in Jesus, your Word made flesh, your mercy made visible.

He lived among us, welcoming those the world pushed aside, speaking hope to
the disappointed, and showing us a kingdom not built on fear but on love. When
the powers of this world tried to silence him, your love carried him through death
and broke open the tomb.

So we remember how Jesus gathered with his friends on the night he was ar-
rested. He took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them saying: “This is
my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup and said: “This cup is the cup of the new covenant
my grace poured out for you and for the world. Whenever you drink, do so in re-
membrance of me.”

And so, in this meal, we remember: Christ’s life, Christ’s death, Christ’s rising,
and the hope that he will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit, O God, not to change this bread and cup into something
else, but to lift us and unite us with the living Christ and with one another. Make
this table a place where our tired hope is stirred, where fear loosens its grip, and
where we taste the promise that you are still doing a new thing.

Gather us up in your Spirit until every place that feels barren is touched by your
renewing grace.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, we pray the prayer Jesus
taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup

We serve communion by intinction. You are invited to take a piece of bread, dip it
into the cup, and receive the elements together. Gluten-free and individual sterile
options are available.

Prayer after Communion

All: Holy God, you have met us here with grace we can hold and hope
we can carry. As you surprised Zechariah in the quiet of the sanc-
tuary, surprise us again in the ordinariness of our days. Strengthen
our hearts, steady our steps, and send us out as people who ex-
pect you to show up. Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

Closing Hymn The King of Glory wap #136, One License
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Coffee is served today by Ronda Floyd.
Next Sunday: Celebrant & Preacher: Pastor Kally Elliott;

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GUEST BOOK
We would love it if our guests would sign the guest book with your full mailing
address. It is located in the lobby on the counter by the coffee bar.

PRAYER NEEDS

Please keep these people in your prayers: Rebecca S., Sandy G., Bob C., Alice H.,
Carol T., Frank & Barbara B., Chris Y., Courtney and the Hall family, Carol M., Bonnie
G., Whitney M., Nancy J., Marvin P., Woody K., Lloyd S., Cliff R., Gina T., Jett A,
Rachel, Sharon B., Rich D., Dianne, Curtis S., Melissa J., Dave & Katie R., Sheree,
Karin B., Andy E., Carol D., Thomas W., Scott J., Lauren B., Carol F., Jennie F., Erik E.,
Lynne E., Betsy M., Amber F., Olivia L., and Aedan.

UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS AT SCF

November 30 11:30 AM  Advent Wreath Making TODAY.

December 7 10:00 AM  Worship Service, 2nd Sunday of Advent — Pastor Kally
December 7 11:30 AM  Advent Art & Contemplation Series

December 14 10:00 AM  Worship Service, 3rd Sunday of Advent — Pastor Kally
December 14 11:30 AM  Advent Art & Contemplation Series

December 21 10:00 AM  Worship Service, 4th Sunday of Advent — Pastor Kally
December 21  11:30 AM  Advent Art & Contemplation Series

December 24 3:00 PM Christmas Eve Family Service

December 24 6:00 PM Christmas Eve Traditional Service — Pastor Kally
December 28 10:00 AM  Worship Service, Pastor Kally

CREATE AND REFLECT THIS ADVENT SEASON

As we prepare to enter the sacred season of Advent, a time of longing, watching, and
listening for God’s hope, you’re invited to slow down with us in a hands-on, heart
centering way.

ADVENT ART & CONTEMPLATION SERIES

Sundays after Worship ¢ 11:30am-12:30pm

Nov 30 * Dec 7 » Dec 14 * Dec 21

Slow down this Advent with an hour of simple reflection and art-making! No skill
required! All ages welcome (bring visiting grandchildren!). Materials provided.

If you know which Sundays you'll attend, please let Joan in the church office know so
we can prepare enough supplies. ¢ officemanager@sunriverchristianfellowship.org
541-593-1183




Advent Wreaths
November 30th — TODAY

A Season of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love
You're Invited to Our Wreath Making Workshop!
Begin our Advent Series

Event Details:
- Date: Sunday, November 30th
- Time: Following the Service
- Suggested donation: $10
All materials Provided
All ages welcomed!
Please RSVP: 25 spaces are available
Sign up sheet in Entry Hall or
RSVP with Joan

FAMILY CHRISTMAS TREE

The tall Christmas tree in our sanctuary is decorated with ornaments contributed by our
SCF family. We invite our new members to bring an ornament that represents yourself
or your family, labeled with your name, and hang on the tree. We're so happy to have
you as part of our church family!

CHRISTMAS SHARING PROGRAM

From mid November to mid December, food will be collected for the Sunriver Commu-
nity Christmas Sharing Program in place of Care and Share. The last pick up at SCF
will be on Sunday, December 14. There are bags available at SCF with a list of need-
ed items. You can also get the bags at First Interstate Bank in the Sunriver Village and
at several other places. You may also donate cash or checks that will be used to pur-
chase gifts for the children and perishable items. See the flyer on the bulletin board
and the announcement in the newsletter for more information.

BLOOD DRIVE

SCF is hosting a blood drive on Jan 13, 2026 from 10AM -3PM. If you are able to give,
please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sunriver Christian Fellowship to schedule an
appointment. You can also call Red Cross at 1-800-733-2767 or send an email to
Steve Phares at phares_7@msn.com.

SAVE THE DATE

The Scholarship committee is pleased to announce that Hunter Noack has agreed to
perform at SCF on the afternoon of March 8, 2026. This event will be our major fund
raiser for 2026, supporting Scholarships to graduates of Three Rivers Elementary
School. Stay tuned for details that will be announced in January. Seats will be limited
and will be reserved on a first come first served basis.



mailto:phares_7@msn.com

OUR DAILY BREAD
The new Our Daily Bread for December, January, and February is in the rack at the
end of the coffee bar counter by the front door.

CENTRAL OREGON MASTERSINGERS AND ORCHESTRA present
“What Sweeter Music” on Sunday, December 14, 2025 at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM
at the Tower Theatre (Box office: (541-317-0700).

Celebrate the joy of the season with the Central Oregon Mastersingers in our annu-
al holiday concert! This year’s program, What Sweeter Music!, brings together time-
less classics, inspiring new arrangements, and moments for the entire audience to
raise their voices in festive song.

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP

If you'd like to provide flowers for a Sunday service, please sign up with Joan in the
church office. Flowers may be given to celebrate a special occasion, in honor of a
loved one, or simply to add beauty to our sanctuary. If we receive the dedication
information in time, we will include it in the bulletin.

Note: Carol Holzer has loaned SCF a vase for people to use for the Sunday flowers if
they don’t have one. ltis in Joan’s office.

MANAGING BOARD

The SCF Managing Board meets monthly, on the fourth Tuesday of the month, at
SCF, 1:30 p.m. The next meeting is a week early due to Christmas. It is on Thursday,
December 18. All are welcome to attend.

SCAN TO DONATE
Simply scan the code and it will take you directly to
the SCF donation page.

Pastor Kally Elliott, Senior Pastor
541-593-1183 = kelliott@sunriverchristianfellowship.org
Joan Lewis, SCF Office Manager * 541-593-1183 = officemanager@sunriverchristianfellowship.org
Kathy Bullock, Choir Director; Donna Warner, Choir Accompanist; Shelley Giaier, Bells Director
Ministers: The Congregations
Mailing Address: 18160 Cottonwood Road, PMB 266 - Sunriver, OR 97707-9317

Office Phone: 541-593-1183 - E-mail: info@sunriverchristianfellowship.org

Web: www.sunriverchristianfellowship.org - Facebook: sunriverchristianfellowshipchurch




