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Order of Service 
 

Rev. Dr. Kally Elliott, Celebrant & Preacher             Sally Heise, Reader 

Sharon Krueger & Mitzi Putney , Keyboardists 

 Cindy McConnell & Don Udlock, Song Leaders 
 

Please silence all cell phones. 

Bells   The ringing of the bells calls us to worship and quiets our minds and voices. 
 

Prelude           God is So Good arr. F. Bock  
 

Welcome & Announcements        Pastor Kally 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 

Call to Worship 

 

Celebrant:   Friends, we gather this morning in a world that tells us what to fear, what 
to value, and who matters. 

 

All: We come shaped by those stories. 
 

Celebrant:   Into that world, Jesus does not shout over the noise. He turns toward us. 
And he asks a simple, searching question: “What are you looking for?” 

 

All: We are looking for a way to live that does not make us afraid of 
one another. 

 

Celebrant:   Jesus says, “Come and see.” 
 

All: Jesus, teach us how to see. 
 
Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

Opening Hymn    God of Grace, and God of Glory   FOG #528, In Public Domain 

Sing vs. 1 and 4 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Call to Confession 
 

Celebrant:   Jesus invites us to see people with love. Still, it’s hard to really see what’s 

happening around us right now. We can feel the fear in our country and in our 

world, but we don’t always see who it’s hurting or know what to do about it. 
 

Before a God who knows us and loves us, let us tell the truth about ourselves. 
 

 



 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

All: Loving God, we confess that we do not always see people as you 

see them. We avoid stories that disturb us. We turn away from 

suffering we don’t know how to respond to. We listen most closely 

to voices that confirm what we already believe. We reduce people 

to labels instead of neighbors. We confess that fear has shaped 

our vision more than love. Forgive us for the ways we have pro-

tected our comfort at the expense of compassion. Heal our sight. 

Draw us back into relationship. Teach us to see one another with 

the care and courage of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

Assurance of Grace 
 

Celebrant:   Hear the good news: Jesus knows how limited our vision can be, and still 

chooses to walk with us. God’s mercy meets us where we are and gently opens 

us to what we are ready to see. In Christ, we are forgiven. In Christ, we are being 

changed. 
 

All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

Passing of the Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
  

Scripture Readings           Sally 
 

Psalm 40:1-5 
 

I waited patiently for the Lord; 

    he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

He drew me up from the desolate pit, 

    out of the miry bog, 

and set my feet upon a rock, 

    making my steps secure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, 

    a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear 

    and put their trust in the Lord.  
 

Happy are those who make 

    the Lord their trust, 

who do not turn to the proud, 

    to those who go astray after false gods. 



 

 

You have multiplied, O Lord my God, 

    your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 

    none can compare with you. 

Were I to proclaim and tell of them, 

    they would be more than can be counted.  
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand in body or in spirit for the reading of the Gospel. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John 1:29-51 
 

All: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Reader:    The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, 

‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I 

myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he 

might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from 

heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the 

one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the  

 Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I  

 myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen One.” 
 

 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he 

watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and 

saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to 

him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said 

to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 

He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the  

 Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked 

at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called 

Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  
 

 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip 

found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the 

Law and also the Prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathan-

ael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 

“Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 

“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, 



 

 

“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 

are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 

saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said 

to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  
 

 The Gospel of the Lord 
 

All: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  
 

Musical Reflection         Little Innocent Lamb arr. S. Tucker        Bell Choir 
 

Little Lamb, little Lamb, little innocent lamb 
I’m a-gonna serve God till I die. 

Little Lamb, little Lamb, little innocent lamb 
I’m a-gonna serve God till I die. 

 
Sermon          Pastor Kally 

 
Please stand in body or spirit. 

 
Response Hymn         Will You Come and Follow Me      Sing vs. 1- 4 

ELW #798, One License, A-740306 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

As a church, we are holding in prayer those in our community who are sick,   
grieving, weary, or in need of God’s presence. A full list of names is included in  
today’s announcements, and we invite you to keep these individuals in your prayers 
throughout the week. 

During worship, we will offer a collective prayer for all those in need, trusting that 
God knows each name, each need, and each heart. If you would like to add a name to 
our prayer list, please contact the church office. 

 
Reader:   God of mercy and justice, we lift our prayers to you this morning, trusting 

that you hear us. 
 

We pray for a world wounded by violence and fear. We pray for communities 
grieving lives lost. We pray for those whose bodies and stories are treated as 
disposable. May your justice take root, and may your peace break through. 

 



 

 

All: God, teach us to see. 
 

Reader:   We pray for leaders and decision-makers, for those with power over policies, bor-
ders, and resources. Grant them wisdom shaped by compassion, and courage grounded in 
truth. 
 

All: God, teach us to see. 
 

Reader:   We pray for neighbors living with fear because of their race, immigration 
status, or identity. For families separated, communities anxious, and children 
carrying burdens they should never have to carry. May they know safety, dignity, 
and belonging. 

 

All: God, teach us to see. 
 

Reader:   We pray for this congregation, that we would be a community formed by 
love rather than fear, curiosity rather than suspicion, relationship rather than divi-
sion. Help us notice where we are being called to show up, to listen, and to walk 
alongside others. 

 

All: God, teach us to see. 
 

Reader:   We pray for those who are sick, grieving, weary, or overwhelmed. For those 
whose prayers feel unanswered. For those who feel unseen. May your pres-
ence bring comfort and hope. 

 

All: God, teach us to see. 
 

Reader:   All these prayers we offer in the name of Jesus, who walks with us still. 
 

All: Amen. 
 

Offertory    O, Master, Let Me Walk With Thee arr. T. Smith & D. Hustad 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Offertory Response           The Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Invitation to the Table:  
 

Celebrant:   This table belongs to Jesus. Not to me. Not to this church.  
 

Jesus ate with people others avoided. He noticed people others stepped 

around. He made space for people who were used to being left out. When Jesus 

shared a meal, it was never about who deserved to be there. It was about who 

was hungry, who needed rest, who needed to be seen. 
 

So come if you’re hungry. Come if you’re tired. Come if you need a place to sit 

and breathe for a moment. Come if your faith is a little beaten up or hardly there 

at all.  
 

There is room here. 



 

 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant:   Loving God, we give you thanks for the gift of life, for the world you made 

and still hold, and for your faithfulness that does not let us go. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus, who showed us what love looks like when it takes 

flesh. He walked among ordinary people, paid attention to those who were over-

looked, and shared meals that made room for honesty, laughter, and belonging. 
 

He spoke with compassion, and he lived in ways that unsettled those who de-

pended on fear and control. His way of seeing people, and his refusal to turn away 

from suffering, led him into conflict with the powers of his time. 
 

On the night before his life was taken from him, Jesus gathered with his friends 

around a table. He took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “This is my body, 

given for you. Every time you eat, remember me.” 
 

After the meal, he took the cup and said, “This is the cup of the new covenant my 

grace poured out for you and for the world.” 
 

So, we remember Jesus’ life and his death, and we trust that his love is alive 

among us still. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and cup. Meet us here in 

our hunger and our weariness. Shape us into people who live as Jesus lived, who 

see as Jesus saw, and who choose love even when it is costly. 
 

And now, together, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
 

We serve communion by intinction. You are invited to take a piece of bread, dip it 
into the cup, and receive the elements together. Gluten-free and individual sterile  
options are available. 



 

 

Prayer after Communion 

All: Gracious God, we thank you for meeting us at this table. You 
have fed us with grace and reminded us that we belong. Send us 
out nourished and ready to live what we have received:  to see 
clearly, to love generously, and to walk faithfully in the way of  

 Jesus.  Amen. 
 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
 

Closing Hymn          Lift Every Voice and Sing BCP#599, One License, Sing vs 1&3 



 

 

 

 
Benediction 
 
 

Coffee is served today by Jenny & Dave Long 

Next Sunday, January 25,:  Celebrant & Preacher:  Rev. Dr. Kally Elliott 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GUEST BOOK 

We would love it if our guests would sign the guest book with your full mailing  
address.  It is located in the lobby on the counter by the coffee bar. 
 

PRAYER NEEDS 

Please keep these people in your prayers:  John W., Tom B., Lori, Sandy G., Bob C., 
Alice H., Chris Y., Courtney and the Hall family, Carol M., Bonnie G., Whitney M.,  
Nancy J., Marvin P., Woody K., Lloyd S., Cliff R., Gina T., Jett A., Rachel, Sharon B., 
Rich D., Dianne, Curtis S., Melissa J., Dave & Katie R., Sheree, Karin B., Andy E.,  
Carol D., Thomas W., Scott J., Lauren B., Carol F., Jennie F., Erik E., Lynne E., Betsy 
M., Amber F., Olivia L., and Aedan. 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS AT SCF 

Due to lack of space in this bulletin, see the newsletter for information on: 
     Reservations for Hunter Noack’s concert 
     Pastor Kally’s note about gift cards 
     Lutheran annual meeting—February 15 
     Capital Campaign celebration—lunch provided—February 8 
 

FLOWERS 

Flowers today are presented in memory of Jim and Lois Porter, parents of Stan Porter. 
 

LISTENING SESSION FOR BUDGET INFORMATION       TODAY 
“Please join us in the Fellowship Hall after the service today for a discussion on the 
budget. The  budget will be voted on at the Annual Meeting, next Sunday January 
25th.”  


